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The Civil War Sesquicentenni-

al is in full swing and Fort Fish-

er is at the nexus for com-

memoration in the region. Join 

Friends members for a grand 

afternoon of great friends, a 

wonderful program and a very 

special announcement regard-

ing site enhancements soon to 

take place. On Saturday, Nov. 

12, be the first to hear all 

about it at 12:00 noon under 

the big walled tent behind the 

visitor center while enjoying a 

delicious meal prepared by 

Middle of the Island catering. 

Deputy State Archaeologist 

Mark Wilde-Ramsing  will re-

gale members with plans for the 

upcoming 50th  anniversary of 

underwater archaeology in North 

Carolina and the project that 

started it all ð the story of the 

blockade runner Modern Greece 

and the recovery of thousands of 

her artifacts in 1962 and their con-

tinuing conservation today at the 

Underwater Archaeology Branch 

lab at Fort Fisher. A new exhibit 

on the Modern Greece is scheduled 

to open in the Fort Fisher Muse-

um at the January 2012 battle ob-

servance.  

For information and member res-

ervations please contact Paul Laird 

at 910-612-7067 or by email at 

info@friendsoffortfisher.com.  

Mark Wilde-Ramsing 

By Paul Laird, Dev. Director  

Fort Fisher Fall Festival slated for Oct. 22  
Ready for some fun this 

Fall? Join us Saturday, Oc-

tober 22, as Fort Fisher 

State Historic Site hosts 

the Fort Fisher Fall Festi-

val from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.  

Highlighting this event will 

be scenic hayrides, chil-

drenõs activities, guided 

tours, and multiple firings 

of the siteõs òbig gun,ó the 

32-pound rifled and band-

ed cannon. 

 

This free event will also 

mark the debut of a spe-

cial new exhibit: the Free-

man Medal of Honor and 

its associated artifacts.  At 

1:30 p.m. in the visitorõs 

center, Curator of History 

Ray Flowers will discuss 

the history of this exhibit, in-

cluding the acquisition of these 

impressive Civil War artifacts 

and the brave soldier behind the 

medal. Tours of the site will be 

offered at 9: 30 a.m., 11:30 a.m., 

and 3:30 pm.  Cannon firings are 

scheduled for 10 a.m., 12 noon, 

2 p.m., 4 p.m., and 5:30 p.m. This 

schedule, along with other pro-

gram components, is subject to 

change due to circumstances be-

yond the siteõs control. Visitors, 

residents, and motorists are 

advised that noise from can-

non firings is extremely loud.  

 

Visitors are warned to stay 

out of barricaded safety ranges 

for their own protection. No 

smoking is allowed in the firing 

areas.  

Visitors are also cautioned to 

please turn down hearing aids, 

warn children, and control pets 

during all firings.  

 

For more information on the 

event, contact Ray Flowers at 910

-458-5538. 

Friends of Fort Fisher announce Annual 
Meeting you donôt want to miss Nov. 12 
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From the Site Managerôs Desk 

T H E  P O W D E R  M A G A Z I N E  

Dear Friends: 
 
Fall has arrived at Fort Fisher. The crowds of summertime tourists are gone, re-
placed by a steady stream of snowbirds passing through on the way to warmer 
climes. This is my favorite time of the year. After a long summer I welcome the 
cooler temperatures and the changing scenery. In mid-September I took a photo along the oceanfront 
revetment wall. The north wind was chilly, the sea was black and churning, and the heavy clouds 
were spitting rain. The new look is beautiful and dramatic, and I cannot get enough of it. It was one of 
those days when I realize how fortunate I am to work at the greatest historic site in North Carolina. I 
encourage everyone to visit Fort Fisher this fall and winter; without the blazing sun and beachgoers 
one acquires a whole new perspective. 
 
In September, site staff and volunteers had to say a sad goodbye. Amy Manor Thornton, Fort Fisherõs 
assistant manager and program coordinator, has moved on to new challenges at the Cape Fear Muse-
um. For four years, Amy produced outstanding educational programs and special events and kept the 
trains running on time. Her vision for Fort Fisher was to make it the premier Civil War battlefield in 
the nation, and she gave 100% moving Fort Fisher in that direction every day. Amyõs winning attitude 
and gracious personality are missed here, but we wish her all the best in her future endeavors. 
 
Enjoy this issue of The Powder Magazine; lots of great stuff here! Best regards, Jim 

In this edition of the Museum 

Store Corner ---we are high-

lighting some new and exciting 

items for the Fall/Winter sea-

son here at Fort Fisher.    

 

First is the Federal Point Light-

house ornament.   The orna-

ment focuses on the history of 

the 2nd Federal Point Light-

house which was in service 

from 1837-1863 and originally 

stood in the area of current 

day Battle Acre.  The brass 

ornament will highlight the 

image of the lighthouse paint-

ed by Captain George Tait as 

seen in our museum exhibits 

and the architectural drawing 

of the lighthouse created by a 

local draftsman at Cape Fear 

Community College.  We 

anticipate the ornament arriv-

ing in December/January.  

 

Our second addition to the 

store will be the debut of 

òBattery Buchanan Blendó cof-

fee.  Based from historic civil 

war coffee recipes ð this cof-

fee is a special blend of South 

American coffee and Chicory 

ð a commonly used plant 

during the war as a coffee 

substitute.  Sold in approx. 1 

pound bags ð this coffee has 

been made especially for the 

Friends of Fort Fisher ð all sales 

proceeds from not only our 

museum store but also from 

the supplierõs on-line store 

will benefit the site (visit 

www.beecherscoffee.com). As 

incentive for our members --

be sure to see the 10% cou-

pon off of Battery Buchanan 

Blend on page 9 of this edition 

of The Powder Magazine. 

 

The holiday season is rapidly 

approaching, so be sure to 

check out our new products - 

whether it is Christmas orna-

ments, Civil War recipe coffee 

or our great smelling candles 

such as our new òPumpkin 

Spiceó to perk up the room ð 

it can all be found in the muse-

um store at Fort Fisher.  Pick 

up something special for the 

history lover in your family. 

Museum Store Corner by Becky Sawyer 
New 

Products 
Coffee, candles, and Christmas ornaments  
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T H E  P O W D E R  M A G A Z I N E  

BY  
Jessica Sutton 

Life at theLife at theLife at the    
FortFortFort    

Fort Fisher fauna: predawn visitor quietly  
leaves nest and tracks along beach strand  

 Given Fort Fisherõs proximity to the Atlantic Ocean, 

itõs not uncommon for site personnel to encounter many 

different types of marine life. On a clear morning in early Au-

gust, we had a rare and endangered visitorña loggerhead sea 

turtle (Caretta caretta). She was already gone by the time we 

realized she had come ashore, which is the case with most 

nesting sea turtles since they typically nest under the cover of 

darkness. All she left were her nest of precious eggs and a set 

of distinctive tracks in the sand. As you can see in the photo 

below, sea turtle tracks look remarkably like a tractor tire 

track. At North Carolina beaches, for 6 to 8 weeks every 

summer beginning in mid to late May and ending in early to 

mid July, loggerheads come ashore to lay their eggs. A nesting 

in early August, like the one we encountered, is less common 

but not unheard of.  Because the nest was laid in an area that 

is known to wash out in the event of a tropical system and be-

cause of its proximity to the revetment wall, the staff relocated 

the nest to the safety of the beach by the south gazebo. Jackie 

Cullipher from Fort Fisher State Recreation Area came to assist 

and collect the necessary data for NC Wildlife Resources Com-

mission. There were 103 eggs in the nest, which is an average 

number for a loggerhead.  One egg was taken for DNA analysis 

for further research on the nesting habits of these creatures. 

The eggs themselves look like ping pong balls in size and color, 

but they are leathery like most other reptile eggs. It takes 

about 60 days of incubation before the eggs hatch. The hatch-

lings are tiny compared to the size of their parents. They only 

weigh a few ounces and are small enough to fit in the palm of 

your hand.   

 
Continued on page 4 

Photos by 
John Moseley 
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T H E  P O W D E R  M A G A Z I N E  

Loggerheads got their name because of the large size and 

brownish color of their heads. Sailors often mistook them for 

logs in the water. They have powerful jaws which enable them 

to eat a diet consisting of crustaceans, marine snails (including 

whelks and conchs), and occasionally fish, seaweed (or sargas-

sum) and even jellyfish. They can weigh up to 300 pounds with 

the shells growing as large as 3 feet across.  They live to be at 

least 50 years old in the wild. It is commonly thought female sea 

turtles lay multiple nests in a breeding season then do not lay a 

nest again for a few years. They are also thought to be about 30 

years old when they start breeding.  

 Sadly, despite our efforts, this story does not have the 

happy ending we had hoped for: we believe the nest did not 

likely survive the impact of Hurricane Irene to our area. Given 

the fact that loggerheads are a federally-protected endangered 

species, this was truly unfortunate. For the record, it is unlawful 

to disturb a nesting female or the nest after it is laid without 

the supervision of authorities trained in the care and manage-

ment of sea turtle nests. Hopefully, Mother Nature will contin-

ue to send more of these welcome visitors to Fort Fisher. 

Fort Fisher Fauna, continued from page 3 

Meet Jim Carper, retired engi-

neer, retired military man and 

very active Granddad.  A man of 

many talents, Jimõs professional 

and military experience reflects 

the life of a patriot and patriarch 

in big demand.  

 

A self-described general con-

tractor, Carper retired as depu-

ty Adjutant General of the 30th 

Brigade Army National Guard 

and as director of the National 

Guard Training Center. He left 

the National Guard in 1999 

after 31 years of service. 

 

Though born in Virginia, Jim 

considers himself a native North 

Carolinian because he moved 

here at such a young age. Living 

in Raleigh, the former NCSU 

civil engineering student and 

ROTC graduate would garner 

much of his practical military 

experience in Vietnam. Years 

later, he would settle back in 

North Carolina and work in the 

US Army Corps of Engineersô 

Wilmington office. During 

his time with the 

Corps of Engi-

neers,  J im 

helped devel-

op a major 

rock re-

vetment 

p ro jec t 

at Fort 

F i s h e r 

S t a t e 

Histor-

ic Site. 

O v e r 

t h e 

decades, 

the vast 

major i ty 

of Fort 

Fisher was 

lost to ero-

sion.  The rock 

revetment, com-

pleted in 1995, would 

help slow the ef-

fects of the erosion 

on the site. Carper 

retired shortly after the pro-

ject was given the green light, 

but not before shep-

herding the pro-

ject off the 

drawing board 

and into the 

field. 

 

òWe had 

t h e 

(project) 

ground-

breaking 

in Sep-

tember 

of that 

y e a r 

( 1 9 9 5 ) 

and I re-

tired in 

October, he 

said.  

 

These days, Jim 

enjoys working with 

his hands and 

spending time 

with his family, which in-

cludes six children and 11 

grandchildren. He also enjoys 

serving on the board of the 

Friends of Fort Fisher, credit-

ing his fellow board member 

Earl Lane with encouraging 

him to stay active at Fort Fish-

er. 

 

Asked what people should 

take away from a visit to Fort 

Fisher, Carper said, òWeõre 

talking about an important 

national treasure here. 

òPeople need to realize that it 

deserves our respect and pro-

tection. The historical and 

military significance of this site 

is tremendous.ó Carper 

should know. While serving 

his country, he was decorated 

12 times, including being 

awarded the Bronze Star med-

al, the Meritorious Service 

Medal, the Vietnam Service 

Medal, and the Humanitarian 

Service Medal, among others.  

 

By Si Lawrence, III, Media 

Specialist  

Jim Carper  

Meet Our Board: James T. (Jim) Carper 

Friends of Fort Fisher Board of Directors 

Katie Shilling of Morrisville, NC, was among 
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Saturdays programs were a blast.  The free 
events combined history, arts, and heritage 
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