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Fort Fisher recognizes Rep. Carolyn Justice
at its 2nd Saturday program in June

This summer, 2nd Beach Mayor Dean Lambeth House and Senate to retain
Saturdays mean free fun atcommissioned State Repre-adequate funding levels when
Fort Fisher. On June 11, somesentative  Carolyn  Justice many were calling for cuts that

2000 visitors took full ad- (Pender/New Hanover coun- would have resulted in the
commanding closing of up to eight historic
of

vantage of the warm weather ties) Colonel
by attending o0Stor ms
and Shell , b 6 |_

travaganza. The program i
cluded costumed tours, arti
lery demonstrations, and ca
non firings on the south ai
strip.

S h osites across the state and se-
§lvere opexating limitations  at
an additional six sites, includ-
ing Fort Fisher. Rep. Justice
and a bipartisan group of leg-
islators ensured those cuts did
not occur. Three more cheers
for Colonel Justice!

Later this summer,
Fort Fisher will host upcoming
2nd Saturday programs on July

The program al
featured demonstrations

signing by Dr. Chris E. Fonvi 9, OExploring Loc«
le, Jr., author of the bookkort Recent Works of Fort Fisher

Fisher 1865: The Photographs Hi storyé and on
T. H. O {tBeu bobki is athe 36" North Carolina 0 Sounds of Fort
available for purchase in theTroops during the program. Cent ur 'y Musi c &

Fort Fisher gift shop). Carrying NC HBahta these pr@iamse aed
To the accompani- banner during recent budget free and will be held from 10

ment of artillery fire and cho- negotiations in the General am-4 pm.

rus of three 0AssemblyaRep. Justiceegreatly n d s For more infor-

of Fort Fisher Board Chair helped influence and per- mation, call the site at 91858

James MacLaren and Kuresuade lawmakers in both the -5538. Photos by John Gregory
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'From the Site Me

I Greetings Friends! Fort Fisher jumped headfirst into summer on Memorial Day weeké
I Since then, we have been nearly overwhelmed with visitors. This is my fifth summer
Fort Fisher, and every day | am amazed by the thousands upon thousands of people
visit this Civil War battlefield. Fort Fisher is blessed to be smack in the middle of Nortk
Carolinads greatest tourism region. FoI 1 da'nce
land recreational opportunities of every Kind, I Idoe
I coast. Every day | am thankful to be a part of it all, and proud to work with such terrific people here. I
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| To enhance our educational mission and visitor enjoyment, we have stepped up our daily programming. This dum-

| mer we offer visitors eight guided tours daily, six of them conducted by costumed interpreters. This is a resporjse to

I visitor surveys, and the approval has been gratifying. Something about historic costuming adds so much to anjinter-
pretive tour, especially when it is concluded with a musket demonstration! Leading this new initiative is longtime site

interpreter Ray Flowers. Ray has studied Fort Fisher history his entire life, his knowledge of the battles is un-

matched, and his tours are popular and well received. Assisting Ray are two new employees, John Moseley afd Me-

gan Griffin. John is Fort Fisherds new site assi slt an

John and Megan are featured in this issu€hef Powder Magazswcheck them out. |

In conclusion | want to thank all of you for your ongoing support of our mission. If you like this newsletter, if yog

like seasonal interpreters and cannon demonstrations and most everything else we do here, | encourage you to join
I the Friends of Fort Fisher. The Friends make all of our programming possible. Your involvement is wanted and your
lhelp is needed. Fort Fisherds strategi cFrigndsgnowsimere nle ar
| important every day. So come visit, take a fascinating historical tour of the Gibraltar of the South, and get involved.
We look forward to seeing you here!

fi Jim Steele, Site Managér
\ /
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Meet Our Board: Jerome Fennell

|
rome Fen
tive who |j

the Friends of Fort Fisher Board
of Directors. Sitting at a confer-
ence room table outside his of-
fice, | ask Jerome to tell me

om me et i n g selfmughtiwhenliteeemes to choosing cabinet members. t her eds st i | | p |
nell, a Wilmington na- historical references. He Likewise, Jerome nance and renovation to be

ust happens to sit on mentions Lincoln again, re- appreciates the value ofdone. As he describes his
talented peers. He shouldy ounger year s,
know; heds beaome reflettse hisa siitans -
tant directorfi or the actual background as an MP at Fort
directorfi of the New Han- Gordon (formerly Camp

about his affinity for history. He over County Property Man- Gordon in Georgia) and a
tell s me heds a aagemennhOffice for some 26 stint in Korea. Back in the
named Abraham L § 0 tears now. states, he got married and
of people fail to appreciate the In this capacity (he he and his wife Janice had
complicated circumstances sur- makes it sound more like a two sons, Jerome Il and

roundi ng hi s |

oLi nc
man. 6

While that is indeed
true, | quickly learn that Jerome

ypsvilege than a capacity), heTyrone. They now have
xoversees some 42 county three grandchildren, Celia,
buildings and supervises aMiles, and Vincent.

team of maintenance, cus- Asked about Fort
todial service, vehicle man- Fisher and what it means to

ol n was a

has a few Lincohlike qualities of agement (also known asbe a part of the Friends

his own, not the least of which Jerome Fennell 0Othe garage ggrous Qgrome jsmiled Bnd u s ¢
are good common sense and a maintenance, and adminiscredits his fellow board
voracious appetite for reading. minding me that the ifated trative personnel. New member John Coble, who

Al t hough heds hPRrasident opntsa significanbdorstruction is less appar-
military training, Jerome is largely amount of thought into ent in this economy, but (continued onpage 8 )
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C O r n e r Jessica Sutton

CFCC students perform dye penetrant test
on Fort FipsuhdeNepoleson 1 2

On Wednesday April 20 students from Cape Fear

The course teaches students about preventative

Community Coll egeds | ndust r maintenaBce and €avers tdpiescshch asl nonglestru®ivedngpea m
came out to the site for some hands on learning. The clasgjon of equipment through dye penetration, thermography, and
led by instructor Joe Justice, came out as part of the MNTvibration analysis.

111 Maintenance Practices course.

-AT AAROO T £ #&##80 )1 AOOOOEAI
&1 00 & Eénd Repdkeoncdhnon. The dye test uses a
special sequence of sprays to clean the test area and find any

minute cracks that may be unseen by the naked eye.

THE POWDER MAGAZINE

On the class trip to Fort Fisher, the class inspected the
bronze 12 pound Napoleon for hair line cracks around the
muzzle and breach of the cannon using dye penetration testing.
The test uses a special sequence of sprays to clean the test area
and find any minute cracks that may be unseen by the naked
eye.

Depending on the type of dye penetrant used, it can
only be seen after a short development period or under a black
light. The muzzle and the breach were tested because these
are the areas of the tube under the most pressure when the
cannon is fired. Thus these are the areas where cannons typi-
cally experience structural failure if it happens.

Thanks to the studentsd hel

our Napoleon is structurally sound and safe for us to fire and
the students got the benefit of a real world application for what
they are learning. We are constantly monitoring the integrity
of our cannons and their carriages because safety is our num-
ber one concern when we use them for demonstrations. The
siteds guns are the stars of
the safety of our cannon crews and visitors is paramount.

We are always on the lookout for dedicated volun-
teers. if you are seriously interesied in helping and are 21
years of age or older, join us at Fort Fisher as a volunteer can-
noneer.

Contact Jessica Sutton at 910 458 5538 ext. 206 for
details on getting certified to join our crew.

m
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Meet and greet! 15 questions for:Megan Griffin

Where are you originally from? | was born and raised in Jamesuville, N¢

Carolina.

2. Who was Mary Holloway and what are you doing using her name?

Mary Holloway was the first person to give regular costumed guided tour
Fisher.

3. How long have you been in this area? | attended the University of Nort
Carolina Wilmington from 2e22D8. | then moved away to pursue a caree
teaching. After learning that | did not want to continue that career | sea
job back in the Wilmington area. After being offered a part time position, =

ed from Jamesuville to Fort Fisher once a week last summer. | then began graduate

school at Western Carolina University and applied to return back to Fort Fisher for my internship.

4. Tell us about your immediate family, including pets. | come from a family of five. My parents, Phil
and Sharon, have been married 36 years and had three children. | have two dogs and one cat.
5. Tell us about your formal education, past, present or plans for the future. | received my

Bachelor of Arts in History degree from the University of North Carolina Wilmington in 2008. | returned t
graduate school at Western Carolina University to pursue a Masters in History and a certification in Publi
History in January 2011.

6. Are you pursuing a position in any particular field? | am pursuing a career in public history. | hope
to work at a National historic site eventually as an interpretive ranger.

7. How long have you been affiliated with Fort Fisher?  This is my second summer working with Fort
Fisher. | worked one day a week last summer helping with visitor services and creating the National Par
vice Teaching with Historic Places teacher packet.

8. What are a few things you like most about working at Fort Fisher? The staff is incredibly open
to new ideas or suggestions. For my internship projects both last summer and this summer, (the curator
education) has allowed me to bounce ideas off of her and together we have developed great ideas for th
cation of students who both visit our site and those who cannot.

9. If you could have dinner with anyone from the 19th century, who would it be? Growing up a
lover of the outdoors and national parks, John Muir is an obvious choice. His dedication to the preservat
the natural landscape was and still is incredibly important to this country as well as nature lovers like me.

10. Who are two of your favorite authors?  Nicolas Sparks is my all time favorite author mainly because
he writes about eastern North Carolina and places where | grew up visiting and experiencing. My other f
author is William Cronon, not only for his knowledge on the West but also for my love and fascination wit

00l d West .o I was introduced to his book Nat
this past semester. | was fascinated by his view on the development of the West. While | may not have
agreed with all of his views, I enjoyed his wri
Thesis.

11. What, if anything, are you currently reading (besides this questionnaire)? Presently books for
my comprehensive exam and childrends books per
These childrends books will be used as part of
on my Environmental Educator certification, so | am also reading about the creation of environmental edi
tion.

12. Hobbies or interests in your spare time? | love to be outdoors. | enjoy hiking, fishing, swimming,
kayaking, any and all sports.

13. Have you ever noticed anything strange while working at Fort Fisher? | have not noticed any-
thing strange at Fort Fisher in the paranormal sense though | have noticed many interesting sights which
with being a tourist area. | have heard stories from other people about this site but | have not encountere
anything strange yet.

14. What do you think every visitor should know (or remember) about Fort Fisher? Our tour
trail is breathtaking and ités pretty neat to ¢

15. Can you tell us about your tour schedule? | give daily costumed tours at 10 a.m. and 12 p.m

THE POWDER MAGAZINE
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Civil War Medicine

Admiral Franklin Buchanan
By Jack Hisley, MD

~

As Dr. Chris E. Fonvielle mentioned in his m

recent book 0 B®dhe Photegraphs efiT.
O6Sullivanod, a omagni fice
1864 on the southern tip of Confederate Point, North C4
oling, just south of the sea face of Fort Hsher. Architect
Redden Pittman designed the battery at the request of
Commander of Fort Fisher, Colonel William

Lamb. Pittman hoped Colonel Lamb woulge#=
name Fort Fi sher 6s

the love of his life, Augusta. Howevegl
Lambds i mmediat e =

General William Henry Chase Whitfl |-/

ing ordered him to name the ba

tery after the Confederate nav,

hero, Admiral Franklin Buchanan

Franklin Buchanan wj
born in Baltimore, Maryland of
the 13" of September in 180(

He enlisted as a midshipman |

the United States Navy in 1818

Owing to his extensive worldwidd

sea duty, he quickly achieved ti

rank of captain. Captain Buchan

was named Chief Advisor to Pres

dent James K. Po

Navy, George Bancroft, who wa¥§y

charged with the planning and organi

tion of the United States Naval Academy
Buchanan served as t

intendent from 1845 to 1847. He also served aS
the commander of Commodor
the USS Susquehanna during her historic cruise to Jaf
1855. While serving as Commandant of the Washing
Naval Yard, he resigned his commission on the 22nd of
1861, after the South seceded from the Union. When
native state Maryland did not follow the other southq
states in the secession, he attempted tearlist in the Unit
ed States Navy, but was rejected.

On September 5, 1861, Buchanan joined the G
federacy and was appointed to the rank of Captain, G
becoming the Chief of Orders and Details and naval af
advisor for Secretary of the Navy Stephen Russell Mal
The position of Commander of the James River Squas
followed in 1862, and at this time Buchanan declared

-~
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For t Fi sher 6s

SsiI t e

dedicate new USCT highway marker

Fort Fisher State Historic Site Manage
Jim Steele recently joined Wilmington
Mayor Bill Saffo and some enthusiastic Uj
Colored Troop re-enactors at the unveil-
ing and dedication of a new NC Highwa
Historical Marker outside the National
Cemetery in Wilmington, NC. Several
regiments of the US Colored Troops
fought in the Union Army when it cap-
tured Fort Fisher in January of 1865. |
doing so, the Union effectively terminated
the Southos | argest
and military supply line. The new marke
pays tribute to those USCTs who died
during and after the war.

 UNITED STATES
COLORED' TROOPS

T 0 0 m——

Black soldiers & whlte
Jofficers in Union army.

18631865, About 500
involved in Wilmington
campaign buried here.

The USCT units engaged in the conflic™
included the ¥, 4", 5", 6", 10", 27", 30",

37", and 39 regiments. Several hundred
USCTs are buried in Wilmington, alt-
hough the exact number has not been
determined. The Wilmington National

The new marker on Market Street

Cemetery records burials of 92 members American soldiers and four white officers.
everyt hi sy iicandeyseen st oufsider then a t
p e r s ohatidnal fCersetedyo om, Harketa i d

Man a g e r Strget/Us Hgyt1¢éis Wikningtod. T h e i r

of the USCT, including those who diedind They gave
combat and those who were kiled byuni ty and for
disease. The burials include 88 AfricanFi sher Site

THE POWDER MAGAZINE

vice and their sacrifice will not be
forgotten again.
More than 150 people attended the
marker dedication ceremony, which
coincided with the 156 anniversary
of the outbreak of the American
Civil War. Mayor Saffo presented a
special certificate of appreciation to
Fred Johnson, a local Civil War-re
enactor who had researched the
story of the black soldiers buried in
pWilmipgton. Both Johnson and re-
tired Lt. Col. James C. Braye had
organized a lobbying campaign to
have the historic marker erected by
the NC Department of Cultural Re-
sources.

UNCW History Professor
Dr. Chris E. Fonveille, Jr., was also
recognized for the statdevel sup-
port he garnered for the highway
marker. The new markdt one of
many referred to
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