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 This summer, 2nd 

Saturdays mean free fun at 

Fort Fisher.  On June 11, some 

2000 visitors took full ad-

vantage of the warm weather 

by attending òStorms of Shot 

and Shell,ó a field artillery ex-

travaganza. The program in-

cluded costumed tours, artil-

lery demonstrations, and can-

non firings on the south air-

strip.  

 The program also 

featured demonstrations of 

wet plate photography by Har-

ry Taylor, as well as a book 

signing by Dr. Chris E. Fonviel-

le, Jr., author of the book, Fort 

Fisher 1865: The Photographs of 

T.H. OõSullivan (the book is 

available for purchase in the 

Fort Fisher gift shop).  

 To the accompani-

ment of artillery fire and cho-

rus of three òhuzzahs,ó Friends 

of Fort Fisher Board Chair 

James MacLaren and Kure 

Beach Mayor Dean Lambeth 

commissioned State Repre-

sentative Carolyn Justice 

(Pender/New Hanover coun-

ties) Colonel commanding 

the 36th North Carolina 

Troops during the program. 

Carrying NC Historic Sitesõ 

banner during recent budget 

negotiations in the General 

Assembly, Rep. Justice greatly 

helped influence and per-

suade lawmakers in both the 

House and Senate to retain 

adequate funding levels when 

many were calling for cuts that 

would have resulted in the 

closing of up to eight historic 

sites across the state and se-

vere operating limitations at 

an additional six sites, includ-

ing Fort Fisher. Rep. Justice 

and a bi-partisan group of leg-

islators ensured those cuts did 

not occur. Three more cheers 

for Colonel Justice! 

 Later this summer, 

Fort Fisher will host upcoming 

2nd Saturday programs on July 

9, òExploring Local Literature: 

Recent Works of Fort Fisher 

Historyó and on August 13, 

òSounds of Fort Fisher: 19th 

Century Music & Artillery.ó 

Both of these programs are 

free and will be held from 10 

am - 4 pm.   

 For more infor-

mation, call the site at 910-458

-5538.  Photos by John Gregory. 

Fort Fisher recognizes Rep. Carolyn Justice 
at its 2nd Saturday program in June  
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Greetings Friends! Fort Fisher jumped headfirst into summer on Memorial Day weekend. 

Since then, we have been nearly overwhelmed with visitors. This is my fifth summer at 

Fort Fisher, and every day I am amazed by the thousands upon thousands of people who 

visit this Civil War battlefield. Fort Fisher is blessed to be smack in the middle of North 

Carolinaõs greatest tourism region. For an abundance of natural beauty, cultural attractions, 

and recreational opportunities of every kind, it doesnõt get much better than the Cape Fear 

coast. Every day I am thankful to be a part of it all, and proud to work with such terrific people here. 

 

To enhance our educational mission and visitor enjoyment, we have stepped up our daily programming. This sum-

mer we offer visitors eight guided tours daily, six of them conducted by costumed interpreters. This is a response to 

visitor surveys, and the approval has been gratifying. Something about historic costuming adds so much to an inter-

pretive tour, especially when it is concluded with a musket demonstration! Leading this new initiative is longtime site 

interpreter Ray Flowers. Ray has studied Fort Fisher history his entire life, his knowledge of the battles is un-

matched, and his tours are popular and well received. Assisting Ray are two new employees, John Moseley and Me-

gan Griffin. John is Fort Fisherõs new site assistant, and Megan is this summerõs Mary Holloway Seasonal Interpreter. 

John and Megan are featured in this issue of The Powder Magazine so check them out.  

 

In conclusion I want to thank all of you for your ongoing support of our mission. If you like this newsletter, if you 

like seasonal interpreters and cannon demonstrations and most everything else we do here, I encourage you to join 

the Friends of Fort Fisher. The Friends make all of our programming possible. Your involvement is wanted and your 

help is needed. Fort Fisherõs strategic plan is nearing completion, and our partnership with the Friends grows more 

important every day. So come visit, take a fascinating historical tour of the Gibraltar of the South, and get involved. 

We look forward to seeing you here! 
ñ Jim Steele, Site Manager 

Meet Our Board: Jerome Fennell 
 Iõm meeting with Je-

rome Fennell, a Wilmington na-

tive who just happens to sit on 

the Friends of Fort Fisher Board 

of Directors. Sitting at a confer-

ence room table outside his of-

fice, I ask Jerome to tell me 

about his affinity for history. He 

tells me heõs a big fan of a man 

named Abraham Lincoln. òA lot 

of people fail to appreciate the 

complicated circumstances sur-

rounding his life,ó he says. 

òLincoln was a very complex 

man.ó   

 While that is indeed 

true, I quickly learn that Jerome 

has a few Lincoln-like qualities of 

his own, not the least of which 

are good common sense and a 

voracious appetite for reading. 

Although heõs had considerable 

military training, Jerome is largely 

self-taught when it comes to 

historical references. He 

mentions Lincoln again, re-

minding me that the ill-fated 

President put a significant 

amount of thought into 

choosing cabinet members. 

 Likewise, Jerome 

appreciates the value of 

talented peers. He should 

know; heõs been the assis-

tant directorñor the actual 

directorñof the New Han-

over County Property Man-

agement Office for some 26 

years now.  

 In this capacity (he 

makes it sound more like a 

privilege than a capacity), he 

oversees some 42 county 

buildings and supervises a 

team of maintenance, cus-

todial service, vehicle man-

agement (also known as 

òthe garage guysó), jailhouse 

maintenance, and adminis-

trative personnel. New 

construction is less appar-

ent in this economy, but 

thereõs still plenty of mainte-

nance and renovation to be 

done.  As he describes his 

younger years, Jeromeõs 

tone reflects his military 

background as an MP at Fort 

Gordon (formerly Camp 

Gordon in Georgia) and a 

stint in Korea. Back in the 

states, he got married and 

he and his wife Janice had 

two sons, Jerome III and 

Tyrone. They now have 

three grandchildren, Celia, 

Miles, and Vincent.  

 Asked about Fort 

Fisher and what it means to 

be a part of the Friends 

group, Jerome smiles and 

credits his fellow board 

member John Coble, who  

 

(continued on page  8 ) 

Jerome Fennell 



P A G E  3  

T H E  P O W D E R  M A G A Z I N E  

BY  
Jessica Sutton 
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CFCC students perform dye penetrant test 
on Fort Fisherôs 12-pound Napoleon  
 On Wednesday April 20 students from Cape Fear 

Community Collegeõs Industrial Systems Technology Program 

came out to the site for some hands on learning.  The class, 

led by instructor Joe Justice, came out as part of the MNT 

111 Maintenance Practices course.   

 The course teaches students about preventative 

maintenance and covers topics such as nondestructive inspec-

tion of equipment through dye penetration, thermography, and 

vibration analysis.   

 

 On the class trip to Fort Fisher, the class inspected the 

bronze 12 pound Napoleon for hair line cracks around the 

muzzle and breach of the cannon using dye penetration testing.  

The test uses a special sequence of sprays to clean the test area 

and find any minute cracks that may be unseen by the naked 

eye.   

 

 Depending on the type of dye penetrant used, it can 

only be seen after a short development period or under a black 

light.  The muzzle and the breach were tested because these 

are the areas of the tube under the most pressure when the 

cannon is fired.  Thus these are the areas where cannons typi-

cally experience structural failure if it happens.   

 

 Thanks to the studentsõ help we know without a doubt 

our Napoleon is structurally sound and safe for us to fire and 

the students got the benefit of a real world application for what 

they are learning.  We are constantly monitoring the integrity 

of our cannons and their carriages because safety is our num-

ber one concern when we use them for demonstrations.  The 

siteõs guns are the stars of many of Fort Fisherõs programs and 

the safety of our cannon crews and visitors is paramount.  

 

 We are always on the lookout for dedicated volun-

teers.  If you are seriously interested in helping and are 21 

years of age or older, join us at Fort Fisher as a volunteer can-

noneer.   

 

 Contact Jessica Sutton at 910 458 5538 ext. 206 for 

details on getting certified to join our crew. 

-ÅÍÂÅÒÓ ÏÆ  #&##ȭÓ )ÎÄÕÓÔÒÉÁÌ 3ÙÓÔÅÍÓ 4ÅÃÈÎÏÌÏÇÙ ÃÌÁÓÓ ÉÎÓÐÅÃÔ 
&ÏÒÔ &ÉÓÈÅÒȭÓ ΧΨ-pound Napoleon cannon. The dye test uses a 
special sequence of sprays to clean the test area and find any 

minute cracks that may be unseen by the naked eye.   
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Meet and greet! 15 questions for:  Meet and greet! 15 questions for:  Meet and greet! 15 questions for:  Me ga n  G r i f f i nMe ga n  G r i f f i nMe ga n  G r i f f i n    

1. Where are you originally from? I was born and raised in Jamesville, North 

Carolina.  

2. Who was Mary Holloway and what are you doing using her name? 

Mary Holloway was the first person to give regular costumed guided tours of Fort 

Fisher. 

3. How long have you been in this area? I attended the University of North 

Carolina Wilmington from 2004-2008.  I then moved away to pursue a career in 

teaching.  After learning that I did not want to continue that career I searched for a 

job back in the Wilmington area. After being offered a part time position, I commut-

ed from Jamesville to Fort Fisher once a week last summer.  I then began graduate 

school at Western Carolina University and applied to return back to Fort Fisher for my internship.  

4. Tell us about your immediate family, including pets. I come from a family of five.  My parents, Phil 

and Sharon, have been married 36 years and had three children.  I have two dogs and one cat.  

5. Tell us about your formal education, past, present or plans for the future.  I received my 

Bachelor of Arts in History degree from the University of  North Carolina Wilmington in 2008.  I returned to 

graduate school at Western Carolina University to pursue a Masters in History and a certification in Public 

History in January 2011.  

6. Are you pursuing a position in any particular field? I am pursuing a career in public history.  I hope 

to work at a National historic site eventually as an interpretive ranger. 

7. How long have you been affiliated with Fort Fisher? This is my second summer working with Fort 

Fisher.  I worked one day a week last summer helping with visitor services and creating the National Park Ser-

vice Teaching with Historic Places teacher packet. 

8. What are a few things you like most about working at Fort Fisher? The staff is incredibly open 

to new ideas or suggestions.  For my internship projects both last summer and this summer, (the curator of 

education) has allowed me to bounce ideas off of her and together we have developed great ideas for the edu-

cation of students who both visit our site and those who cannot. 

9. If you could have dinner with anyone from the 19th century, who would it be? Growing up a 

lover of the outdoors and national parks, John Muir is an obvious choice.  His dedication to the preservation of 

the natural landscape was and still is incredibly important to this country as well as nature lovers like me. 

10. Who are two of your favorite authors? Nicolas Sparks is my all time favorite author mainly because 

he writes about eastern North Carolina and places where I grew up visiting and experiencing. My other favorite 

author is William Cronon, not only for his knowledge on the West but also for my love and fascination with the 

òOld West.ó  I was introduced to his book  Natureõs Metropolis: Chicago and the Great West in a class I took 

this past semester.  I was fascinated by his view on the development of the West.  While I may not have 

agreed with all of his views, I enjoyed his writing style and his challenge to Fredrick Jackson Turnerõs Frontier 

Thesis. 

11. What, if anything, are you currently reading (besides this questionnaire)? Presently books for 

my comprehensive exam and childrenõs books pertaining to the battles of Fort Fisher are occupying my time.  

These childrenõs books will be used as part of the outreach programs offered to area schools. I am also working 

on my Environmental Educator certification, so I am also reading about the creation of environmental educa-

tion. 

12. Hobbies or interests in your spare time? I love to be outdoors. I enjoy hiking, fishing, swimming, 

kayaking, any and all sports. 

13. Have you ever noticed anything strange while working at Fort Fisher? I have not noticed any-

thing strange at Fort Fisher in the paranormal sense though I have noticed many interesting sights which come 

with being a tourist area. I have heard stories from other people about this site but I have not encountered 

anything strange yet. 

14. What do you think every visitor should know (or remember) about Fort Fisher? Our tour 

trail is breathtaking and itõs pretty neat to see the fiddler crabs on the Old River Road bridge. 

15. Can you tell us about your tour schedule?  I give daily costumed tours at 10 a.m. and 12 p.m. 

FORT FISHERõS 2011 M ARY HOLLOWAY SEASONAL INTERPRETER 
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 A s Dr. Chris E. Fonvielle mentioned in his most 

recent book òFort Fisher 1865 ð The Photographs of T. H. 

OõSullivanó, a òmagnificent elliptical batteryó was built in 

1864 on the southern tip of Confederate Point, North Car-

olina, just south of the sea face of Fort Fisher.  Architect 

Redden Pittman designed the battery at the request of the 

Commander of Fort Fisher, Colonel William 

Lamb.  Pittman hoped Colonel Lamb would 

name Fort Fisherõs newest battery after 

the love of his life, Augusta.  However, 

Lambõs immediate superior, Major 

General William Henry Chase Whit-

ing ordered him to name the bat-

tery after the Confederate navy 

hero, Admiral Franklin Buchanan. 

 Franklin Buchanan was 

born in Baltimore, Maryland on 

the 13th of September in 1800.  

He enlisted as a midshipman in 

the United States Navy in 1815.  

Owing to his extensive worldwide 

sea duty, he quickly achieved the 

rank of captain.   Captain Buchanan 

was named Chief Advisor to Presi-

dent James K. Polkõs Secretary of the 

Navy, George Bancroft, who was 

charged with the planning and organiza-

tion of the United States Naval Academy.  

Buchanan served as the Academyõs first super-

intendent from 1845 to 1847.  He also served as 

the commander of Commodore Matthew C. Perryõs flagship 

the USS Susquehanna during her historic cruise to Japan in 

1855.  While serving as Commandant of the Washington 

Naval Yard, he resigned his commission on the 22nd of April 

1861, after the South seceded from the Union.  When his 

native state Maryland did not follow the other southern 

states in the secession, he attempted to re-enlist in the Unit-

ed States Navy, but was rejected. 

 On September 5, 1861, Buchanan joined the Con-

federacy and was appointed to the rank of Captain, CSN, 

becoming the Chief of Orders and Details and naval affairs 

advisor for Secretary of the Navy Stephen Russell Mallory.  

The position of Commander of the James River Squadron 

followed in 1862, and at this time Buchanan declared the 

ironclad CSS Virginia (formerly named the USS Merri-

mack) his flagship.  During the first battle of Hampton 

Roads on March 8, 1862, the CSS Virginia rammed the 

USS Cumberland and shelled the USS Congress into sub-

mission.  Under a flag of truce, sailors from the Virginia 

were tasked with the removal of injured men from the 

USS Congress.  Ignoring the white flag, a Union Army 

shore battery opened fire on the CSS Virginia and her 

rescuers.  òOld Buckó, as Buchanan was fondly 

called, was so angered by the hostile fire 

that he took a position near an open 

hatch and returned fire with a musket.   

Suddenly, he felt the sting of a minie 

ball as it entered his right thigh.  

While being carried to his cabin, 

Buchanan hollered: òPlug shot 

into the Congress and donõt 

leave until she is afireó.  Paymas-

ter McKean Buchanan, Frank-

linõs younger brother, was on 

board the USS Congress at that 

time.  Because of his wound, 

Franklin then passed the com-

mand of the CSS Virginia to the 

able Captain Gatesby R. Jones, 

who engaged the USS Monitor in 

the famous Hampton Roads battle 

the very next day.    

 When Buchananõs wound was 

stabilized, he was moved to a hospital fa-

cility at the Elizabeth River Naval Base in 

North Carolina.  The minie ball missed his femur 

and injured the femoral artery, causing a significant blood 

loss that delayed his recovery.  Two months passed before 

he could walk with a cane, despite considerable lingering 

pain.  Had Buchanan received a blood transfusion soon 

after his injury, his recovery may well have been shorter.  

Although the first successful human blood transfusion was 

performed at the St. Georges Hospital Medical School in 

London in 1840, transfusions were not available to medical 

personnel during the American Civil War.   

 

(Continued on page 7)  

Civil War Medicine  

Admiral Franklin BuchananAdmiral Franklin BuchananAdmiral Franklin Buchanan   
By Jack Hisley, MD 
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Fort Fisherôs site manager helps   
dedicate new USCT highway marker 
Fort Fisher State Historic Site Manager 

Jim Steele recently joined Wilmington 

Mayor Bill Saffo and some enthusiastic US 

Colored Troop re-enactors  at the unveil-

ing and dedication of a new NC Highway 

Historical Marker outside the National 

Cemetery in Wilmington, NC.  Several 

regiments of the US Colored Troops 

fought in the Union Army when it cap-

tured Fort Fisher in January of 1865. In 

doing so, the Union effectively terminated 

the Southõs largest blockade running port 

and military supply line. The new marker 

pays tribute to those USCTs who died 

during and after the war. 

 

The USCT units engaged in the conflict 

included the 1st, 4th, 5th, 6th, 10th, 27th, 30th, 

37th, and 39th regiments. Several hundred 

USCTs are buried in Wilmington, alt-

hough the exact number has not been 

determined. The Wilmington National 

Cemetery records burials of 92 members 

of the USCT, including those who died in 

combat and those who were killed by 

disease. The burials include 88 African-

American soldiers and four white officers. 

òThey gave everything they had for national 

unity and for personal freedom,ó said Fort 

Fisher Site Manager Jim Steele. òTheir ser-

vice and their sacrifice will not be 

forgotten again. 

More than 150 people attended the 

marker dedication ceremony, which 

coincided with the 150th anniversary 

of the outbreak of the American 

Civil War. Mayor Saffo presented a 

special certificate of appreciation to 

Fred Johnson, a local Civil War re-

enactor who had researched the 

story of the black soldiers buried in 

Wilmington. Both Johnson and re-

tired Lt. Col. James C. Braye had 

organized a lobbying campaign to 

have the historic marker erected by 

the NC Department of Cultural Re-

sources.  

 UNCW History Professor 

Dr. Chris E. Fonveille, Jr., was also 

recognized for the state-level sup-

port he garnered for the highway 

marker. The new markerñone of 

many referred to as ôhistory on a 

stickõñcan be seen just outside the 

National Cemetery on Market 

Street/US Hwy 17 in Wilmington.  

The new marker on Market Street 


